
June 26, 2018 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on June 

26, 2018 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague 

presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Sharon Hodge, Jennifer Bowles 

Chad Martin and Kathy Lawson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, City 

Attorney Eric Monday, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, 

Finance Director Linda Conover, Police Chief Eddie Cassady, Fire Chief Ted Anderson, 

Building Inspector Kris Bridges, and Community Development Susan McCulloch. 

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 6:30PM.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following 

matters: (A) Appointments to boards and commission, as authorized by Subsection 1, and (B) 

Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants 

pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the 

provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7 and in accordance 

with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by 

Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council Member Hodge, with the following 5-0 recorded 

vote:  Council Member Hodge, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; 

Mayor Teague, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.  Closed Session recessed.  Mayor 

Teague explained that Item A under Closed Session would continue after regular session and 

no action was taken on Item B. 

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Mayor Teague, Teague 

welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes of April 23, 2018 Budget Work Session, April 24, 2018 

Council Meeting, May 8, 2018 Council Meeting and May 21, 2018 Neighborhood Meeting – 

Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve all minutes as presented; Council Member 

Bowles seconded the motion with all council members voting in favor.  

Consider approval of Consent Agenda – Council Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve the consent agenda as presented; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor.   
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Hear an overview of the June 25, 2018 Southside Neighborhood Tour and Meeting – 

City Manager Towarnicki summarized the Neighborhood tour including properties and 

concerns that Council visited.  At the meeting, concerns were raised about vacant properties, 

property maintenance concerns, speeding and littering concerns in certain areas, speeding 

buses, homeless people approaching residents, basketball goals in the street affecting traffic, 

parked vehicles, overgrown banks, tethered dogs and roaming dogs, drainage problems and 

flooding concerns.  A resident expressed concern about someone knocking on her home late at 

night and another resident asked about City employee efficiency and the status of the burned 

sites on Aaron Street.  Towarnicki explained that if an abandoned vehicle is in the front yard 

or visible from the street then residents should report concerns to the Inspections department.  

If the abandoned vehicle is parked in the street, the Police Department should be notified. 

Towarnicki confirmed that there are trackers on some City vehicles but not all to monitor their 

location and the time they sit idle. The employee manual and pay plan are both listed on the 

City website. Department supervisors continuously monitor employees and their efficiency 

when they work on projects. Over time it has been determined that City crews work more 

efficiently by working in crews of four to five employees, which at times and depending on the 

task, may appear to not be cost effective.  Dr. Talley, School Superintendent referenced the 
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reports of speeding school buses, stating that the buses have GPS and cameras.  They found 

that the particular bus in question was speeding and was found to be traveling 7 miles per 

hour over the speed limit. He had a conference with drivers about the concern and asked 

residents to report any future problems or concerns relating to buses speeding directly to him.   

Present a proclamation honoring Martinsville High School track and field athlete Nigal 

Davis for winning the Virginia High School League Group 2A State Championship in the 100 

meter dash – Council Member Bowles read the proclamation which was presented to Mr. 

Davis. Davis said his goal is to win a second championship before he graduates.  Coach 

Nathan Tanner said that Nigal is an asset to the school and to the community. He is a great 

student and athlete. 

 

Consider setting a joint public hearing with the Planning Commission for Council’s July 

10, 2018 meeting to expand the City’s Urban Development Area (UDA) to include the “West 

End UDA.”  - Susan McCulloch summarized the expansion of the Urban Development Area. 

Council Member Lawson made a motion to set the public hearing for July 10, 2018; Vice 

Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 
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Consider approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with the Martinsville-Henry 

County Chamber of Commerce’s Partnership for Economic Growth (C-PEG) for services related 

to efforts involving small business development in the City of Martinsville for FY19. – City 

Manager Towarnicki explained the need for the MOU approval and explained that Council is 

welcome to make additions or changes.  Lisa Fultz provided a brief update on MURA, stating 

that the Farmer’s Market has been a huge success; Saturday hours are 8:00am-12:00noon 

and Wednesday hours will begin soon. Fultz reminded residents that vendors can accept EBT 

cards and explained the program and process. They continue to look for vendors for 

Octoberfest. TGIF has begun with almost 400 attendees at the first event. The next events will 

be July 20 and August 17. Internally, CPEG has introduced Marty and Henrietta Dinosaur.  

The dinosaurs will be visiting local businesses to educate the public on stores and services in 

the area. July 10 will be a free customer service workshop from 9:00am-12:00pm. July 11 will 

be the mentor meeting; CPEG received a grant to help with establishing this formalized 

mentoring program. The Incubator is filled to 94% capacity.  CPEG awarded almost $30,000 in 

cash and in-kind awards to seven small business recipients.  The Retail Strategies staff spent 

a full day in the community, meeting with 60 retail locations and restaurants, 70 commercial 

businesses and 70 developers.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the 

Memorandum of Understanding with CPEG; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion 

with all Council members voting in favor.   
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Hear an update on the status of efforts related to clean up, demolition, and remediation 

of the two burn sites on Aaron Street – City Manager Towarnicki explained there are two 

properties of concern – one which burned in 2014 and a second that burned in 2017.  
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Community Development Wayne Knox detailed the Brownfield Grant for the first property that 

burned in 2014.  Phase 1 is complete and Phase 2 is 50-60% complete.  EPA should allow the 

City to do the remediation, demolition, contamination of soil study, debris removal and overall 

clean up of the site.  Money is set aside to assess the second burn site and to apply for an 

additional Brownfield Grant and EPA funding.  Knox explained that it could cost between 

$350,000 to more than $1 million to clean up both sites and get them qualified for the 

Brownfield grant. Towarnicki explained that the City also needs a plan for what will be done 

with the property after the clean up.  Draper Aden is looking at the neighborhood, zoning, etc. 

to see what kind of project could be beneficial for those lots when completed. Council Member 

Lawson believes there is potential for recycling some of the debris from the sites.  Towarnicki 

acknowledges that it’s been four years since the first property burned but explained that the 

site was tied up in a fire investigation and litigation for a couple of years. He assures there is 

planning and efforts ongoing to get the sites cleaned up soon.   The second site was also tied 

up in a fire investigation but has since been released and meetings have been held between 

staff and the property owners.   The City has four options: 1. for the property owners to 

develop a code compliant demolition plan but after a year in, nothing has been done; 2. for the 

owners to allow access to the site for the Brownfield assessment program. This option has 

been offered to the owners but they have yet to authorize that access; 3. the City approaches 

the owners with a consent owner agreement, binding the owners to a specified timeframe with 

failure to comply resulting in penalties and other legal action; and 4. to pursue legal action to 

require owners to demolition the property. This fourth option is what Towarnicki recommends 

Council to approve. City Attorney Monday says he cannot file anything for access, that he will 

need to file for owner’s full demolition of the property. The emergency safety work that was 

done at the site by the City is being billed to the property owners since they failed to have 

those concerns corrected. Mayor Teague wants to send a letter to both property owners to 

secure the sites. In relation to the 2017 burned site, Teague asked that before legal action is 

taken, a letter be sent to the property owner with a 30-day deadline to grant the City access to 

conduct a site assessment for the Brownfield grant.  Council Member Hodge disagrees, stating 

that Council continuing to delay action is what causes frustration with the residents in that 

area.  Hodge feels that Council should move forward with staff’s recommendation without 

further delay. Teague feels that Council should work with property owners, being consistent to 

allow them the opportunity to correct the concerns themselves at the sites.  The owners have 

been given every notice required by statute, numerous emails, meetings and phone calls but 

no formal letter was mailed.   Formal correspondence was sent by the building inspector.  

Council Member Bowles prefers to give the property owner one more opportunity to take action 

before the City takes legal action.  Monday asked Council if he would have the authority to file 

legal action immediately after the 30 days is over or will he be required to come back to 
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Council for approval to file. Teague asked that the formal letter be sent, also asking both 

properties to be secured with fencing for both, and allow access to the property for Brownfield 

site inspection and if no response, then at the second July Council meeting the Council can 

vote to move forward with legal action.   Council Member Lawson made a motion to accept the 

Mayors recommendation of a 30-day notice then proceed accordingly after that; Vice Mayor 

Martin seconded the motion with all in favor except Hodge.  Motion carries 4-1. 

Hear information from Building Inspections regarding demolition of structures within 

the City – Building Inspector Kris Bridges detailed a list of City structures that would most 

likely require demolition and how it was decided which properties are on the list while others 

are not. Bridges explained that his list was the top 10 and does not include the other 50 that 

could be demolished. About half of the property owners take care of the demolition when 

contacted, the other half is handled by the City when the owners refuse. It is in the best 

interest of the property owner to hire a contractor to demolish the home rather than pay a 

significantly higher price to allow the City to do it.  Bridges explained that the cost to inspect 

the properties for asbestos could range between $200-$1,000 depending on the safety of the 

structure. Council Member Lawson questioned if there was an option to recycle debris from 

any of the properties. Bridges explained the structural instability would make that dangerous. 

Towarnicki explained that the public works staff would have to work the demolitions in 

between other required and necessary work. Lawson made a motion to proceed with the City 

Managers recommendation in regards to the 10 recommended properties to be demolished;   

Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.   

Business from the Floor – Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street said there are still numerous 

complaints on the paving project and the condition of various City streets.     

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Lawson thanked Vice Mayor 

Martin for organizing the Community picnic last Saturday at Baldwin Park which was very 

well attended.  Lawson recognized Mickey Powell of the Martinsville Bulletin for his 

resignation; Powell asked her to relay his appreciation to the Council Members.  The 

Martinsville Mustangs are having a good season and she asked residents to come out and 

support them. Council Member Bowles thanked staff for visiting the summer camp and 

providing motivation for the children.  Verizon wireless has partnered with PHCC for a girls 

camp, which is free and includes a free iPad.  New Heights Foundation has scholarships for 

upcoming college students; applications are due July 20. Vice Mayor Martin thanked everyone 

who helped with the Community Cookout, sharing that the children were able to paint positive 

messages on rocks which he handed out to Council Members, City Manager, Fire Chief 

Anderson and Police Chief Cassady.  Mayor Teague thanked everyone for their participation in 

local events this past weekend.  Congratulations to Vice Mayor Martin for making the cookout 

a success.   
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Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki mentioned Mickey Powell again 

and relayed Powell’s appreciation for Council.  Mayor Teague suggested presenting Powell a 

proclamation.  Towarnicki thanked Carrie Zimmer for her work on the flowerbed out front.  

The Municipal building will be closed July 4 for the holiday. The Martinsville Speedway 

Celebration will be July 3. Towarnicki thanked Ralph Lawson for the flags that are displayed 

throughout the City.    

Mayor Teague explained that Council would recess back to Closed Session to complete 

the interviews for the school board vacancies.   

At the end of the Closed Session meeting, Council returned to regular session.  Each 

returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open 

meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business 

matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or 

considered during the Session.  A motion was made by Council Member Bowles; seconded by 

Vice Mayor Martin with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: 

Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member 

Hodge, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.    

 Council Member Lawson made a motion to reappoint both Joan Montgomery and 

Sammy Redd to a 4-year term on the School Board ending June 30, 2022; Council Member 

Hodge seconded the motion with all Council voting in favor. 

There being no further business, Council Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:45pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


